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This is the second in a series of newsletters
that will report on the status of the
Washington Dulles International Airport
New Runways Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) study. This edition of the
newsletter will give you a summary of
the alternatives that will be considered
for detailed evaluation, preliminary 
environmental impacts and an update of
the EIS process.

Runways Alternatives Study Provides
Opportunity for Public Discussion

After more than a year of comprehensive environmental study, engineering evaluation 
and gathering of public comment, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has iden-

tified the most feasible Alternatives for the construction of two new runways and related
improvements at Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD).

Currently, two Alternatives or “Build” scenarios (Alternatives 3 and 4) and a No-Action
Alternative have been identified for further review. More detailed information and a map of
the proposed Alternatives will be available at the public meeting and on the study Web site
at http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm

Highlights of the Proposed Build Alternatives include:

On April 20 and 21, 2004, you will have an opportunity to learn more about these proposed 
Alternatives and discuss their preliminary environmental impacts. Your input will help form
the foundation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The DEIS will document
the potential direct and indirect environmental effects of the proposed alternatives. The
DEIS is scheduled to be released for public review in summer 2004. After release of the DEIS,
the FAA will conduct a Public Workshop/Public Hearing. Citizens will be encouraged to com-
ment on the DEIS and to give opinions on the Alternatives under consideration. Following
the Hearing and a review of the public comments received, the FAA will begin preparation
of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and select a preferred alternative.

Planning for the Future

Preparing the EIS will take approximately three years and includes gathering public opinion,
defining alternative solutions, and studying environmental and community impacts. If

the project is approved, it is anticipated that the first runway to be constructed will be the
proposed new north-south runway, designated in the EIS as Runway 1W/19W. The Metro-
politan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) anticipates that this runway will be operational
by the year 2008. The proposed new east-west runway, designated in the EIS as Runway
12R/30L, will be constructed after the first runway, based on operational demand at IAD.

■ New Runway 1L/19R
9,473 ft. in length 
Runway separation of 4,300 ft.

■ New Runway 12L/30R
10,500 ft. in length
Runway separation of 4,300 ft.

■ Property acquisition of approx.
180.6 acres

■ Tier 3 concourse construction

■ New Runway 1L/19R
9,218 ft. in length
Runway separation of 5,000 ft.

■ New Runway 12L/30R
10,500 ft. in length
Runway separation of 4,300 ft.

■ Property acquisition of approx.
337.1 acres

■ Tier 3 concourse construction

Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4 



During a series of public meetings last fall, the study team presented two key topics for
evaluation and discussion. The Purpose and Need statement outlined the justification for
the runway project, while the preliminary Alternatives Study results shared initial runway
location designs based on public feedback, past and present studies in the region, public
and agency comments, and passenger and cargo traffic analyses, among other sources.

■  Nearly 75% of you shared noise concerns, with a 
number of comments focusing on current noise
levels.

■ 28% of you expressed quality of life concerns;
including the impact on public safety, air quality
and wildlife displacement.

■  17% focused on the economic impact of the 
project. Many welcomed the economic stimula-
tion associated with additional runways and 
airport expansion, while others pointed to the
possible decline of property values in the area.

WHERE ARE WE &
WHAT’S NEXT?
Developing an Environmental 
Impact Statement

Project Update
Since the last public meetings,
the project team has been:
■ Refining the alternatives

retained for detailed 
evaluation 

■ Evaluating the preliminary
environmental impacts for
each of the alternatives

■ Developing preliminary 
mitigation strategies to 
offset the potential environ-
mental impacts

Phase 1
Notice to Proceed  . . . . . . . . . Spring 2002
Scoping/Public 
Meetings:  . . . . . . . . . . June 26 & 27, 2002

Phase 2
Purpose and Need:  . . . . . . Summer 2003
Alternatives 
Development: . . . Summer 2002- Fall 2003
Public Meetings:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2003
Environmental Consequences 
Analysis:  . . . . . . Fall 2003-Summer 2004   
Environmental Consequences 
Meetings:  . . . . . . . . . April 20 & 21, 2004
Draft EIS:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Summer 2004 
Public Hearings:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2004

Phase 3
Preparation of Final EIS & Comment 
Response:  . . . . . . Fall 2004 - Spring 2005
Record of Decision:  . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2005

▲
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More than 170 people attended the two public meetings held October 7 and 8, 2003, in
Loudoun and Fairfax Counties. Both written and verbal statements were collected.

What We’ve Heard So Far

For more information visit:
http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm

• Noise

• Compatible Land Use

• Social Impact and Environmental Justice

• Socioeconomic Impacts

• Air Quality

• Water Quality

• Department of Transportation Act, Section
4(f ) Lands

• Historic, Architectural, Archaeological and
Cultural Resources

• Biotic Communities

• Threatened and Endangered Species

• Wetlands

• Floodplains 

• Coastal Resources

• Wild and Scenic Rivers

• Farmlands

• Natural Resources and Energy Supply

• Light Emissions and Visual Impacts

• Solid Waste

• Construction Impacts

• Hazardous Materials 

• Cumulative Impacts

Investigating the Impact

When evaluating airport development projects under the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), the FAA takes into consideration the following environmental categories:



Airport Overview and Alternatives Summary

Over the past ten years, Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) has emerged as a
fast growing airport and serves as a major East Coast gateway for domestic and inter-

national travelers and cargo activities. In 2002, IAD served more than 17-million passengers in
addition to millions of meeters and greeters. Operations are expected to grow from more
than 372,000 in 2002 to almost 569,000 by the year 2010.

In order to accommodate the projected future demand for air transportation in the
region, MWAA has identified the need for two additional runways.
The proposed new runways would:
■ Provide a north-south runway system that would allow the airport to accommodate existing

and forecast levels of aircraft operations in a safe and efficient manner under all weather
conditions.

■ Provide a parallel east-west transport category runway system capable of dual simultaneous
independent operations during IMC.

■ Provide redundant runways during times of adverse weather, runway maintenance, or run-
way incidents.

An evaluation of the alternatives was based on an examination of each of the six alternative
development scenarios. The following is a summary of the results of the screening process
for these alternatives.

Stay Involved
■ Visit the Web site often for updates,

to be added to the EIS Mailing List,
and to download a comment form:
http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/
EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm

■ Review the Draft EIS
■ Plan to attend the Public Hearings this fall
■ Send your comments today:
Mail to: Mr. Brad Mehaffy, FAA,
Washington Airports District Office,
23723 Air Freight Lane, Suite 210,
Dulles, Virginia 20166.
Fax to: 703-661-1370

(Please include “Dulles New Runways EIS”
in the subject line of the fax.)
We look forward to receiving your
comments by May 7, 2004.
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Construct-
ability/

Practicability/
Environmental
Considerations
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Provide a new north-south parallel runway immediately
capable of dual simultaneous independent operations during
IMC while reserving the capability of triple simultaneous
independent operations during IMC in the future

Provide a new east-west parallel runway capable of dual
simultaneous independent operations during IMC

Provide redundant runways

Continue to Level 2?  Yes or No

Infrastructure

Property Acquisition (acres)

Relocation (homes / NOAA-Sterling facilities)

Cost ($ millions)

Wetlands Impacts (acres)
Limits of Disturbance / ATCT Line-of-Sight (minimum)/
Wildlife Hazard Management (maximum)

100-Year Floodplains Impacts (acres)

Potential Section 4(f) Resources
(# of directly impacted sites /# of potential indirectly
impacted sites)

Potential Historic Architectural Resources
(# of directly impacted sites /# of potential indirectly 
impacted sites)

Archaeological Resources (# of sites directly impacted)

Retain for Further Evaluation?  Yes or No

On-Site Development Alternatives
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Will my comments make a difference?

A. Yes, the FAA considers Public Involvement a vital
component to the environmental review process.
FAA carefully considers all comments received during
the NEPA process and treats all comments equally,
whether they come from a regulatory agency or the
general public.

Q. How long have MWAA and the counties known
about the proposed new runways?

A. Washington Dulles International Airport is in a constant state of evolution and
improvement. A fourth runway was part of the airport’s 1964 master plan, and a five-
runway system has been included in the Master Plan since 1985.

Q. With the events of September 11, 2001, is there still a need for the runway project? 

A. Following the events of September 11th, Washington Dulles International Airport,
like all airports nationwide, re-evaluated its construction plans. Decreased passenger
figures and new security requirements caused some adjustments to prioritizing 
projects and schedules.

In May 2002, the MWAA Board of Directors remained committed to the IAD con-
struction program. Construction projects that were ongoing retained their original
completion date and plans for future projects were reconsidered. Those projects that
increased safety, security and capacity were moved to the forefront, and projects to
replace existing capabilities were rescheduled.

Recently, passenger traffic has begun to pick up, and is expected to surpass pre-
9/11 levels as early as 2006.

Your Comments Count
We welcome your assessment of the
Alternative Study results and invite you to
attend our upcoming public workshops.
Study engineers and FAA representatives
will be on hand to discuss the preliminary
environmental impacts and answer any
questions you may have. You are encouraged
to share your comments before final decisions
are made. If you receive this newsletter after
the public meetings or are unable to attend
the meetings, we’d still like to hear from
you. Please provide your comments by 
May 7, 2004. See page 2,“Stay Involved” for
contact information.

Join the Discussion:

Loudoun County
Tuesday, April 20, 2004
5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Farmwell Station Middle School
44281 Gloucester Parkway
Ashburn, VA

Fairfax County
Wednesday, April 21, 2004
5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Westfield High School
4700 Stonecroft Boulevard
Chantilly, VA
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Mr. Brad Mehaffy 
Federal Aviation Administration
Washington Airports District Office
23723 Air Freight Lane, Suite 210
Dulles,Virginia 20166
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