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This is the first in a series of newsletters
that will report on the status of the
Washington Dulles International Airport
New Runways Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) study. This edition of
the newsletter will give you a summary
of agency and public scoping and an
update of the EIS process.

Exploring Ways to Better Serve You

More than 17-million passengers and millions of meeters and greeters pass through 
Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) each year. As population growth soars

in the region, IAD is seeking ways to keep up with projected demand for airport services.
To help solve this challenge, plans are currently underway to study the environmental
impact of building two new air carrier runways.

Currently, IAD has three operating runways that are used for passenger, cargo and
General Aviation traffic. The airport is a critical link to the region and provides a variety of
public benefits including the comfort and convenience of aviation, relief during natural
disasters, transport of medical supplies, and public safety and emergency transportation.

For more than a year, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) have been gathering data in preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
federal agencies are required to conduct an EIS for major federal actions that have the
potential for impacts to the environment.The study team must explore alternatives for meet-
ing the projected demand for air transportation and the potential impact of the alternatives
on the environment. NEPA does not require that the alternative with the least impact be
adopted; it requires that the
impacts of alternatives be iden-
tified, disclosed and considered
in the decision.

The EIS study will document
the potential environmental
effects of constructing two new
runways and supporting facilities.
The EIS process includes public
comment — feedback from the
public and interested public
agencies. There are three phases
of the EIS process:

Phase 1 – Scoping Process
Phase 2 – Draft EIS
Phase 3 – Final EIS
The study team is currently in

Phase 2 of the project during
which we will finalize the Purpose and Need for the proposed improvements, evaluate rea-
sonable alternatives, and identify potential environmental impacts associated with the
alternatives. Phase 2 includes several public information meetings, the publication of a Draft
EIS document, and a public hearing.

This newsletter has been developed to keep you apprised of the project and to encourage
your participation in the study. Gathering information and addressing issues from interested
agencies and citizens will ensure the success of the project.

For information about the proposed new runways, visit us online at
http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm



■ The largest number of your comments
reflected concerns regarding noise and
water quality.

■ Many of you expressed concerns regarding
the effects on surface transportation;
noise levels in the surrounding area;
noise abatement procedures; and, water
quality impacts.

■ Several of you asked for the project to be
fast-tracked while others saw little need for
the study in a post 9/11 world with current
decreased demand for air travel nationwide.

■ About 11% of all comments focused on the
proposed Purpose and Need.

■ Areas of interest included consideration of
the Alternatives and runway separation and
the potential for increased air pollution.

For more Scoping information visit:

http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm

Public Scoping Results

Last year, a series of scoping meetings were held to 
gather input from the public and agencies. The meet-

ings, held June 26 and 27, 2002, were a first step in the EIS
process and provided a forum for the public to share their
ideas and concerns regarding the proposed project.

At the meetings, the study team presented preliminary
plans for the EIS and outlined the process. We gathered
comments from citizens about issues most important to
them. We also sought feedback regarding potential
impacts (environmental and community) that should be considered in the study process.

During each meeting, attendees were invited to review displays, maps, and literature as
well as speak directly with members of the study team. We provided an overview of the
project, followed by a lengthy period for comments and questions.

In this newsletter, we have summarized your many comments and trust that we have
accurately reflected ideas, recommendations and concerns of our citizens. These comments
will help build the foundation for preparing the Draft EIS.

WHERE WE ARE &
WHAT’S NEXT?
Project Schedule/Planning Steps

The study team will keep you
informed every step of the way.

Project Update
Since the last public meetings,
the study team has been busy:
■ Analyzing all scoping com-

ments from the public and
interested agencies

■ Preparing the Purpose and
Need justification for the
project

■ Modifying preliminary
design alternatives as a
result of scoping feedback

■ Collecting information on
environmental conditions in
the EIS Study Areas

■ Meeting with public agencies
to gather information

Phase 1:
Notice to Proceed:  . . . . . . . . Spring 2002
Scoping/Public 
Meetings:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Summer 2002

Phase 2:
Purpose and Need:  . . . . . . Summer 2003
Alternatives 
Development: . . . Summer 2002- Fall 2003
Public Meetings:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2003
Draft EIS:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2004 
Public Hearings:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2004

Phase 3:
Preparation of Final EIS & Comment 
Response:  . . . . . . Fall 2004 - Spring 2005
Record of Decision:  . . . . . . . . . . . Fall 2005

Scoping is only the first step in
ensuring an open and coopera-
tive EIS process. Agencies and
the general public will have
opportunities to review and
provide input throughout the
preparation of the EIS.

▲

120 people attended the three meetings 
and 211 comments were recorded.

What We Heard from You



What is the Purpose and Need?

The project goal is to continue to provide a safe and reliable transportation system. To
meet that goal, the proposed action is to construct two runways. The first, 1L/19R will

be 9,473 feet long and the second, 12R/30L will be10,500 feet long. The proposed action
includes a separation distance between both new runways of 4,300 feet, building parallel
taxiways and connectors and enhancing terminal facilities.
Specifically, the Purpose and Need for the runways are:
■ To provide a parallel north-south transport category runway immediately capable of

dual simultaneous independent operations during Instrument Meteorological
Conditions (IMC), while reserving the capability of triple simultaneous independent
operations during IMC in the future

■ To provide a parallel east-west transport category runway capable of dual simultaneous
independent operations during IMC

■ To provide redundant runways during times of adverse weather, runway maintenance,
or runway incidents.

Aerial view of Washington Dulles International Airport Study Area

Tier 3 Concourse
Improvements and
Extension of Automated
People Mover.

New runway 1L/19R
(9,473') with associated
taxiway and NAVAID
improvements.

New runway 12R/30L
(10,500') with associated
taxiway and NAVAID
improvements.

Separation distance to be 4,300 feet between existing runway and new runway.
(Alternate separation distances between existing Runway 1L/19R and the new 
north-south runway are being considered.)

Preliminary
Alternatives Presented
The first phase of the EIS process
is identifying issues and con-
cerns, including comments
received from agency and pub-
lic scoping meetings. Based on
comments received and initial
engineering and environmental
evaluations, modifications to
the most promising alterna-
tives are being evaluated for
their feasibility.

During the next public
meetings in October 2003 (see
details in this newsletter), the
study team will present revised
preliminary alternatives and
one no-action alternative for
review. At this time, we will seek
your input on these alternatives
and refine the Preliminary
Alternatives evaluation for the
Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS). The draft will
then be presented to the public
during a third and final set of
citizen meetings.

How Can You Get 
Involved?
We encourage you to get
involved early before planning
decisions are made. Opportuni-
ties for public participation
include public workshops to
voice your concerns and share
your thoughts on the project.
Mr. Frank Smigelski
Federal Aviation Administration
Washington Airports District Office
23723 Air Freight Lane
Suite 210
Dulles, Virginia 20166
Fax: 703-661-1370
E-Mail: Frank.Smigelski@FAA.gov
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Where will the runways be located?

A. One of the proposed runways will be located
west of existing Runway 1L/19R. The FAA is
looking at various separation distances
from the existing runway as part of the EIS
Alternatives evaluation process. The other
proposed runway will be located south of
the existing crosswind Runway 12/30. The
separation distance between these two
runways is proposed to be 4,300 feet.

Q. How much will the new runways impact
noise for neighboring communities?

A. The currently proposed runway configura-
tion will not cause a change in the numbers,
types, or times of day of aircraft utilizing the
Airport. It will, however, alter some flight
paths into and out of the Airport, which will place some aircraft over areas where they
currently do not fly. The specific noise effects associated with these changes in flight
tracks are currently being developed and will be discussed in detail in the Draft EIS.

Q. Have the events of September 11th impacted the need for two new runways? 

A. Following the events of September 11th, the Authority, like all airports nationwide
were required to reevaluate their construction plans. Decreased passenger figures and
new security requirements caused some adjustments to prioritizing projects and sched-
ules however, the need for new runways remains to manage expected future growth.

Please Join Us
The public is invited to attend an open house
in early October. The purpose of the open
house is to exchange information with you
about the project. Information that will be
available includes new data collected, evalu-
ation of alternatives, next steps in the
process and schedule, and opportunities to
comment. No formal presentations will be
made so please feel free to come anytime
during the scheduled workshop hours.

Loudoun County ■ Oct. 7, 2003
5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Farmwell Station Middle School
44281 Gloucester Parkway
Ashburn, VA

Fairfax County ■ Oct. 8, 2003
5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Westfield High School
4700 Stonecroft Boulevard
Chantilly, VA

If you require special assistance to attend 
and participate in these meetings, please
call 48 hours in advance of the meetings–
301-863-2474. Collect calls will be accepted.

Thank you for participating in this
important endeavor. Your continued involve-
ment will ensure great results.

Mr. Frank Smigelski 
Federal Aviation Administration
Washington Airports District Office
23723 Air Freight Lane, Suite 210
Dulles,Virginia 20166


