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Extreme Tug-of-War: Man vs. Machine 
Up for the challenge? Join us for the 18th Annual Dulles Plane Pull  

benefiting Special Olympics Virginia 
 

Come test your strength with an ultimate game of tug-of-war against a 164,000+ pound Airbus! Grab 24 of your 
friends or coworkers for the 18th annual Dulles Day Family Festival and Plane Pull, Sept. 25 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., benefiting Special Olympics Virginia. 
    
Teams of 25 will compete to see who can pull the airplane 12 feet the fastest.  Teams must raise a minimum 
of $1,000 – that’s just $40 a person – to participate. Haven’t been to the gym in a while? Don’t worry! Prizes 
also will be awarded to the teams who raise the most money, teams who show the most enthusiasm, the lightest 
and the heaviest teams, and even the slowest team. 
 
Pulling an airplane sound a bit intimidating? How about a school bus? Teams of 8 children will compete in the 
Kids Bus Pull to see who can pull a school bus 12 feet the fastest. Each child must raise a minimum of $10 to 
compete and will receive a bus pull T-shirt. 
 
If you don’t have the muscles to pull, join us as a volunteer, an event sponsor, an event exhibitor… or as a 
“fan” of Special Olympics Virginia.  The Dulles Day Family Festival and Plane Pull, presented by the 
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority and Cisco, also will feature live music, a car show, military and 
civilian aircraft displays, and children’s games and entertainment.   
 
Since the first-ever Plane Pull was held in 1992 at Dulles International Airport, Special Olympics Virginia has 
raised more than $1,000,000 for athletes with intellectual disabilities throughout the state, and also started a 
worldwide plane-pulling phenomenon. The Plane Pull is a Law Enforcement Torch Run event; the Torch Run, 
sponsored by SunTrust and Macy’s, unites law enforcement across the Commonwealth to raise funds and 
awareness for Special Olympics Virginia.  
 
For more information, to register your team, sign up to exhibit or volunteer, or for sponsorship details, 
visit www.planepull.com or call 703-359-4301.   
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Special Olympics is a year-round international program of sports training and athletic competition for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and 
participate in the sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.  By 
using sport as a vehicle for social change, Special Olympics Virginia strives to create opportunities for meaningful interaction and 
self discovery for everyone, and the organization’s goal is to open the heart and mind of every Virginian to the value and ability of the 
intellectually disabled.  Special Olympics Virginia Inc. is the state program of Special Olympics Incorporated. 
 
 
 


