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This is the second in a series of newsletters
that will report on the status of the
Washington Dulles International Airport
New Runways Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) study. This edition of the
newsletter will give you a summary of
the alternatives that will be considered
for detailed evaluation, preliminary 
environmental impacts and an update of
the EIS process.

Runways Alternatives Study Provides
Opportunity for Public Discussion

After more than a year of comprehensive environmental study, engineering evaluation 
and gathering of public comment, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has iden-

tified the most feasible Alternatives for the construction of two new runways and related
improvements at Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD).

Currently, two Alternatives or “Build” scenarios (Alternatives 3 and 4) and a No-Action
Alternative have been identified for further review. More detailed information and a map of
the proposed Alternatives will be available at the public meeting and on the study Web site
at http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm

Highlights of the Proposed Build Alternatives include:

On April 20 and 21, 2004, you will have an opportunity to learn more about these proposed 
Alternatives and discuss their preliminary environmental impacts. Your input will help form
the foundation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The DEIS will document
the potential direct and indirect environmental effects of the proposed alternatives. The
DEIS is scheduled to be released for public review in summer 2004. After release of the DEIS,
the FAA will conduct a Public Workshop/Public Hearing. Citizens will be encouraged to com-
ment on the DEIS and to give opinions on the Alternatives under consideration. Following
the Hearing and a review of the public comments received, the FAA will begin preparation
of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and select a preferred alternative.

Planning for the Future

Preparing the EIS will take approximately three years and includes gathering public opinion,
defining alternative solutions, and studying environmental and community impacts. If

the project is approved, it is anticipated that the first runway to be constructed will be the
proposed new north-south runway, designated in the EIS as Runway 1W/19W. The Metro-
politan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) anticipates that this runway will be operational
by the year 2008. The proposed new east-west runway, designated in the EIS as Runway
12R/30L, will be constructed after the first runway, based on operational demand at IAD.

■ New Runway 1L/19R
9,473 ft. in length 
Runway separation of 4,300 ft.

■ New Runway 12L/30R
10,500 ft. in length
Runway separation of 4,300 ft.

■ Property acquisition of approx.
180.6 acres

■ Tier 3 concourse construction

■ New Runway 1L/19R
9,218 ft. in length
Runway separation of 5,000 ft.

■ New Runway 12L/30R
10,500 ft. in length
Runway separation of 4,300 ft.

■ Property acquisition of approx.
337.1 acres

■ Tier 3 concourse construction

Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4 



Airport Overview and Alternatives Summary

Over the past ten years, Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD) has emerged as a
fast growing airport and serves as a major East Coast gateway for domestic and inter-

national travelers and cargo activities. In 2002, IAD served more than 17-million passengers in
addition to millions of meeters and greeters. Operations are expected to grow from more
than 372,000 in 2002 to almost 569,000 by the year 2010.

In order to accommodate the projected future demand for air transportation in the
region, MWAA has identified the need for two additional runways.
The proposed new runways would:
■ Provide a north-south runway system that would allow the airport to accommodate existing

and forecast levels of aircraft operations in a safe and efficient manner under all weather
conditions.

■ Provide a parallel east-west transport category runway system capable of dual simultaneous
independent operations during IMC.

■ Provide redundant runways during times of adverse weather, runway maintenance, or run-
way incidents.

An evaluation of the alternatives was based on an examination of each of the six alternative
development scenarios. The following is a summary of the results of the screening process
for these alternatives.

Stay Involved
■ Visit the Web site often for updates,

to be added to the EIS Mailing List,
and to download a comment form:
http://www.mwaa.com/dulles/
EnvironmentalStudies/RunwaysEIS.htm

■ Review the Draft EIS
■ Plan to attend the Public Hearings this fall
■ Send your comments today:
Mail to: Mr. Brad Mehaffy, FAA,
Washington Airports District Office,
23723 Air Freight Lane, Suite 210,
Dulles, Virginia 20166.
Fax to: 703-661-1370

(Please include “Dulles New Runways EIS”
in the subject line of the fax.)
We look forward to receiving your
comments by May 7, 2004.
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Provide a new north-south parallel runway immediately
capable of dual simultaneous independent operations during
IMC while reserving the capability of triple simultaneous
independent operations during IMC in the future

Provide a new east-west parallel runway capable of dual
simultaneous independent operations during IMC

Provide redundant runways
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